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for departing from the proposals of the Indian Franchise
Committee were that there should be no differential standard
between men and women as regards the educational quali-
fication. Sir Samuel Hoare said that " a very formidable
argument can be urged against differentation upon grounds
of theory, but, over and above that objection, there is the
administrative obj ection.''
As regards enfranchising women (wife or widow) on the
strength of their husbands' property qualification, it was
maintained that under the existing social conditions it
would be desirable to provide that claimants themselves
should apply to the returning officer for the registration of
their names on the electoral roll.
The representatives of Indian and English women's
organizations who appeared before the Committee expressed
their dissatisfaction at the provision made in the White
Paper for the enfranchisement of Indian women. But the
suggestions of the Indian Women representatives, in regard
to modifications they desired, lacked unity and coherence ;
one group objected to reservation of seats and put forward
a plea for a bare literacy for all voters—Provincial as well
as Federal—for a uniform property qualification for both
the Provincial and Federal Legislatures, and for adult
franchise in urban areas only; the other group insisted
upon the Lothian plan and favoured reservation of seats
at the initial stage. Both the groups sought to have women's
rights protected by inserting a " Fundamental Rights"
clause in the Constitution Act.
In their protest against the inadequacy of the White
Paper plan, they have had the support of certain English
women's organizations. Miss Eleanor Rathbone, M.P,,
warned the Committee against the proposal of leaving the
matter of enfranchisement for Indian women in the hands
of the future Indian Legislatures. So much for the franchise
for women.
Doubts arose in regard to the geographical size of the
proposed constituencies (approximately 17,000 square miles)

